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Is the Soul Immortal I 


BY ISAAC D. BOWMAN. 
As 1 am taking up too much space, in reply to 
Matthew 10, I will just quote the Emphatic Dia- 
glott tc give you my idea of it. Be not afraid of 
those who kill the body but cannot destroy the 
[future] lite, but rather of him who can utterly de- 
stroy both body ami life in Gheunab." He has 
reference to the future life when this mortal shall 
put on immortality, then we cannot be killed, 
Next yon quote Paul as evidence. 2 Cor. 5:8. 
We are confident and willing rather to be absent 
from the body and present with the Lord. Then 
you say, "He certainly thought he would have a 
personal existence apart from the body." If Paul 
thought he would have a personal existence imme- 
diately after death, he. would have been groaning 
and travailing in pain waiting for the resurrection. 
See Romans 8 : 22, 20. "For we know that the 
whole creation groaneth and iravaileth in pain to- 
gether until now. And not only tliey but our- 
selves also, which have the first fruits of the Spirit 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting lor the adoption, to wit: the redemption of 
our body. Now just compare this with the 5lh 
chapter of 2 Cor. He says, "For we know that 
if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dis- 
solved- wc have a building of Grod an house not 
made with hands eternal in the heavens." He 
states our condition in this earthly house before 
this mortal puts on immortality. V. 2, in this we 
groan. V. 4, being burdened. He tells us our 
desires in this life, if so be that being clothed, 
we shall not be found naked. In verse 1, Paul re- 
peats all these facts in order that his brethren 
would not be deceived in regard to what he desired. 
He said, "Fur we that are in this labernacle do 
groan being burdened : not for that we would be 
unclothed, but clothed upon." Now the result of 
being clothed upoti witli the house from heaven. 
"But clothed upon that mortality might be swal- 
lowed up in life." I urn u little tedious brother 
James, but I want to show you clearly the absurd- 
ity of your position. 

According to your argument we receive our 
house from heaven when we die, then mortality is 
swallowed up of life when we die. What is swal- 
lowed up of life when we die, is not the soul? be- 
cause it is immortal according to your theory be- 
fore we die. I repeat, What is swallowed up of 
life? Be sure to meet this point. I am afraid 
yon will have to twist it a little. Paul ought to 
have said that mortality is swallowed up of death. 
Because the body is all that dies, and it died then, 
so mortality is swallowed up in death. Ponder 
.well before you condemn Paul. Compare Hum. 
8 : 22, 23, with 5th chap. oT 2 Cor. ; it will set you 
right, but away goes your immortal soul. Writ- 
ing to the Corinthians Paul says, "In our earthly 
house we groan within ourselves," that is, within 
the mortal body. Again to the Cor. "We desire 
to be clothed upon with our new house lioui heav- 
en : To the Romans, "We wait for the adoption 
to wit the redemption uf our body. The 8th verse 
is the only one that would even intimate a con- 
sciousness after death and the whole question renin 
upon the time we enter the presence of the Lord. 
Paul desired to bo absent from this mortal body 
and desired Christ to come and set up his king- 
dom and then he would receive that mortal body, 
or a* J n Rom. the redemption of our body. 

I will show you another absurdity of your posi- 
tion, then I will let you get out of your dilemma. 
According to your theory this earthly house or 
mortal body dies and the immortal soul soars away 
to heaven and enters this eternal heavenly house 
or immortal body which is eternal in the heavens. 
And tell me now what we are going to do with 
the eternal immortal house, or body at the resur- 
rection ? Is God going to take us out of this 
eternal house or body in heaven and resurrect us 
an immortal body, and bring our immortal soul 
back and place it in our immortal body? Then 


what will become of that immortal body in heaven? 
We will have one immortal body or house too 
many. Paul only speaks of two houses but you 
have juit one more tlian Paul had. Please exam- 
ine, • Here is where you get into the brush with 
your theory. 

I hope brother James, that you will study it 
carefully and abandon such a position. For fur- 
ther proof of my position read Eph, 1; 13, 11. Rom. 
8 : 11. Paul's leaving one bouse and going to 
another is a change of this mortal for immortality 
— he uses figures. Turn it you please, to Eph. 
4 : 22, 24. He put off the old man and put on the 
now. It is simply a change from sin to righteous- 
ness and true holiness. Could we not with more 
propriety talk of leaving an earthly or perishable 
house to an immoi-i.il or heavenly one? I ask 
with all candor could be not ? You quote James 
to prove an immortal soul. It has no bearing on 
the subject. It might help you to prove that the 
spirit is immortal, and then it will uot help you to 
prove that it is ' conscious after death. I believe 
as strongly as you do that the body is dead with- 
out the spirit or breath of life. I also believe that 
the very day the spirit or breath of life left hi m 
his thoughts perished. What say you ? Matt. 
27 : 30. The literal reading of this passage is. 
Then Jesus crying out again with a loud voice 
resigned the breath. I find no immortal soul yet. 
Next you aim to quote what Christ said to the 
thief on the cross but you did not quote it right. 
"And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee 
today thou shak be with me in Para Use." If I 
take your position, I get in the brush again. He 
did something for the thief that he never asked 
for. The thief said unto Christ, remember me, 
when thou comest into thy kingdom. When will 
be come into his kingdom? See 11th chapter 
Rev. "After Christ's second coming the king- 
dom of this world are become the kingdom of our 
Lord and he shall reign forever and ever." We 
have no positive proof that he will be saved at all. 
He says, Shalt thou, mid nut, Thou sbalt be with 
me in Paradise. Where is Paradise ? We read 
that the garden of Eden is in Paradise. We read, 
To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the 
tree of lile in the midst of the Paradise of God. 
This paradise will be restored when Christ comes 
into his kingdom — that will be after the first res- 
urrection. Then, if the thief wilt be rewarded at 
all, he will be with Christ. Then he will receive 
what he asked for, and we shall not charge Christ 
with an untruth. Christ said to Mary after his 
resurrection he had not yet ascended to the heav- 
ens. But if we say Christ and the theif went to 
heaven that day, wc charge Christ with an un 
truth. Pardon me if I talk too plainly. We can 
straighten all this up by placing the comma where 
it ought to be to harmonize the Scriptures. The 
present comma was invented in 1790, so man 
placed the comma where it is. If wc place the 
comma alter to-day, and make to-day an adverb, 
it clears up the whole matter and does not charge 
Christ with an untruth. The thief asked him to 
remember him when he came into his kingdom 
and Christ granted bis request by saying, "Verily, 
verily, 1 say unto thee to-day, Shalt thou be with 
me in Paradise." That is, I say to-day, thou wilt 
be with me in Paradise. When ? When I come 
into my kingdom. For similar expressions sec 
Zech. !) : 12, Luke 23 : 43. This clears up the 
difficulties and harmonizes it with the whole Bi- 
ble. Now we come to the Spirits in prison. I 
wish you would have defended yourself and told 
us where the Spirits are. But I guess I will have 
to define it for you, and if I put them at the wrong 
place for you, please correct me. The Bible says 
they were disobedient and perished in the flood ; 
of course they were of the wicked. All the wicked 
were cast it>to hell, and you know that there is a 
great gull fixed so that they cannot come together 
it they wanted to. What did Christ preach to 
them for if they were burning and tormented in 
flames ? Christ did not go to preach until after 
his resurrection, lie was put to death in the body, 
and asked the Lord to receive his Spirit and he 
died. And after lying in the grave three days 
he was made alive by the spirit by which he went 
and preached to the spirits in prison. For further 


proof see Rom. 8 : 11. If this theory is true, that * 
between death and the resurrection Christ preaches 
to spirits, what would it prove ? It would prove 
that the Pope of Rome had gosple for his darling 
purgatory. It might do for the Papists but let 
us not defend such a doctrine. We should not 
deny hundreds of plain statements, for a few mys- 
terious statements scarcely any two of which 
agree. I am not ready to deny that a few ol 
these figurative expressions are not hard to har- 
monize with any position. I have much less 
trouble to harmonize them with the plain teach- 
ings of the Bible, "The dead know not anything,"" 1 
than to harmonize them with the heathen idea, 
that they are alive or conscious. 

You may ask what I will do with the spirits in 
prison. I would rather do nothing with it than to 
establish the doctrine of purgatory, I believe- 
that Christ was made alive by that same spirit, 
by which Noah preached to the antediluvians be- 
fore the flood, whether this is the right disposal of 
it or not. I believe after Christ was resurrected 
he did not preach to the antediluvians, for if he 
did he preached to a people who knew nothing, 
to a people that all their thoughts were perished, 
to a people that knew nothing that was going on - 
under the sun ; bo sayB the Bible. If man is im- 
mortal, or has au immortal soul, it seems si range 
to me that in all the 2800 passages of Scripture, * 
the Greek and Hebrew words are found that the 
words soul and spirit are taken from, it does not 
once say that it is deathless, never- dying, or im- 
mortal or anything of the kind. But to hear our 
popular theologians preach about people going to> 
heaven when they die. And Oh. how they talk 
about our immortal soul, and that our immortal 
soul will always burn in hell should we be so unfor- 
tunate as to get there. We would think to hear 
them talk that the word immortal, or never-dying 
soul, would be found on nearly every page of the 
Bible. But to my surprise when I read the Bi- \ 
ble through to investigate this subject, I could 
not find us much as one text that would harmonize • 
with this darting immortal ^oul question. It is 
the very foundation of Spiritualism, purgatory, 
and a great step toward infidelity. I greatly pre- 
fer believing the plain statements of the Bible, and 
being called a soul sleeper, thaw to be 
wiser than Solomon, David, the Apostles, 
and Christ himself, in my own imagination, and 
be called a popular man. lam willing to follow 
the meek and lowly Jesus. If I am wrong in my 1. 
position lam open for conviction, A never-dying 
thing cannot die, but "The sonl that sinneth, it 
shall die." 


The Fat ii I Bargain. 
This incident teaches three truths concerning 
two powers in our common nature. 1. That an- 
imal appetites often come in collision with spirit- 
ual prerogatives. Esau had certain peculiar rights- 
as the eldest son. Every man has certain great 
prerogatives or rights which belong to him as an 
intelligent, moral being, as, spiritual independency, 
moral approbation and divine fellowship, but 
against these appetite is constantly warring. 2. \ 
That animal appetites often lead to the sacrifice of 
spiritual prerogatives. Esau, for "one morsel of 
meat" bartered all away. So men are constantly 
selling their spiritual prerogatives for animal pleas- 
ures — their souls for gold. This is both foolish and 
criminal. 3, That animal appetites when they 
lead to the sacrifice of spiritual prerogatives, re- 
duce man to the utmost distress, — Esau wan in 
"tears." His sorrow was deep. Gen. 27 : 34 — 3& 
Mis loss was not so great as that of those who livo 
and die "after the flesh." His sorrow was fruit- 
less. There comes a time when sacrificed spiritual 
prerogatives cannot be redeemed, — Daviw 
Thomas. i 


The fall of the leaf is a wliisper to the living. 
Truth is the hidden gem we all should dig for. 

Every man has so'iio peculiar train of thought 
which he falls back U|ion when alone. This to a 
a great degree moulds the man. 

No man for any considerable period can wear 
one face to himself, and another to the multitude* 
without finally getting bewildered us tu which 
may be true. 


